JOURNEY FROM ACRE TO NAZARETH.
midst of the Nazareth of Galilee, where Joseph
and Mary are admitted to have dwelt, and the
child Jesus to have been brought up.
The church erected over this sacred spot is
large, and well furnished, with some few toler-
able paintings, but still more gaudy ones. It
has also a double flight of marble steps, and a
gilt-iron rail-way leading up on each side of the
grotto, which is left open andfaces the entrance
to the church, producing an impressive effect.
Below, in the grotto itself, is an altar of white
marble, very finely executed ; and a painting of
the Annunciation, of great merit, as far as could
be judged in this obscure depth, except that its
effect is lessened by a diadem of gold and pre-
cious stones on the head of the Virgin.'
Among all the pictures, 1 observed a depar-
ture from costume and propriety, which could
only be accounted for by religious zeal Joseph
the carpenter was arrayed in purple and scarlet;
Mary, beautiful, and dressed in the richest robes.
If the painters could have taken their models
from among the same class of people at Nazareth
now, they would perhaps have approached
nearer to truth : as these are probably still very
similar in person, complexion, and apparel, to
those described in the history of those times* In
Europe, remote from the scenes themselves,
scriptural subjects may be treated in any way